
 

 

 

RESEARCH CONFERENCES 
 

ESF-UB Conference in Biomedicine 

Biobanks 
Hotel Eden Roc, Sant Feliu de Guixols (Costa Brava)  Spain 
01-06 November 2008 
With support from 

 
 

Current research projects studying human evolution 
and diversity or the genetic/genomic factors 
underlying complex, multi-factorial human diseases 
need the collection of thousands of biological samples 
with associated epidemiological, genealogical, 
lifestyle and/or clinical data. In order to promote and 
facilitate high quality research in these areas, 
Biobanks are created as organized technological 
platforms to help researchers in the recruitment of 
such huge numbers of good quality human samples.  

The advance of biotechnology and bioinformatics at 
the amount of genetic information available through 
both the Human Genome and HapMap projects, 
together with the availability of biobank-associated 
genetic databases, have fostered and highly 
facilitated genetic/genomic research. At the same 
time, they have generated the need for a rational, 
ethical and legal management of such resources to 
ensure appropriate use of the available sample and 
data collection resources, guaranteeing a balanced 
promotion of research for the benefit of the 
community and protection of the rights of the donors 
(i.e. autonomy of decision and confidentiality). In 
creating these new structures and networks, different 
countries have developed different regulations/ 
recommendations regarding biomedical research, 
ethical procedures, intellectual property and data 
protection. The need of sample and data sharing 
through the establishment of cooperative trans-
national projects highlights the interest of biobanking 
harmonization promoted by international consortia 
with the aim of establishing common frameworks that 
would allow researchers access to a higher number of 
representative -good quality- samples.  

The ESF-UB Conference on Biobanking will be 
focused on providing an open forum of discussion on 
all aspects involved in the governance, management 
and use of human biobanks, technical solutions, 
ethical, legal, and social aspects, also providing 
participants with a broad overview of the existing 
models of biobanks and the international initiatives on 
population-based and disease-oriented biobanks. 

 

   
Chairs: Alberto Orfao, University of Salamanca, ES 
             Kurt Zatloukal, Medical University of Graz, AT 
Invited Speakers will include 
Jaume Bertranpetit, Pompeu Fabra U., ES 
Laura M. Beskow, Institute for Genome Sciences 
of Policy, US 
Paul Burton, U. of Leicester, UK 
Anne Cambon-Thomsen, INSERM, FR 
Alejandra Contreras, INMEGEN, MX 
Julie Corfield, AstraZeneca R&D Charnwood, UK 
Paul Elliott, Imperial College London, UK 
Isabel Fortier, Sherbrooke U., CA 
Andres Garcia-Montero, U. of Salamanca, ES 
Herbert Gottweis, U. of Vienna, AT 
David Gurwitz, National Laboratory for the 
Genetics of Israeli Populations, IL 
Pierre Hainaut, Int. Agency for Research on 
Cancer, FR 
Robert Hewitt, NUH-NUS Tissue Repository, SG 
Gerardo Jimenez-Sanchez, Instituto Nacional 
de Medicina Genómica, MX 
Jaakko Kaprio, U. of Helsinki, FI 
Jane Kaye, U. of Oxford, UK 
 

Bartha Knoppers, Montréal U., CA Juha 
Kononen, U. of Tampere, FI 
Sandra Lee, Stanford U., US 
Jan-Eric Litton, Karolinska Institutet, SE 
Adres Metspalu, U. of Tartu, EE 
Joseph Mintzer, Coriell Institute for Medical 
Research, US 
J.J. Nietfeld, University Medical Center Utrecht 
and INTRESCO, NL 
Bill Ollier, U. of Manchester, UK 
Nancy Pedersen, Karolinska Institute, FI 
Christina Sampogna, OECD, FR 
Jan Helge Solbakk, UNESCO, FR 
Kari Stefansson (to be confirmed), U. of 
Iceland, IS 
Gert-Jan van Ommen, Leiden University 
Medical Centre, NL 
Jimmie Vaught, National Cancer Institute, US 
Erich Wichmann, Helmhotz Center, DE 
Kurt Zatloukal, Medical U. of Graz, AT 

Application Form & Programme available from 
www.esf.org/conferences/08265  

Closing Date for Application 7 September 2008  

Short talks will be selected by the scientific organizing committee from the 
submitted abstracts 
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