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My organisation

Centre for Society and Genomics
2004 - 2013

Mission: analyze, assess and improve
genomics <> soclety

Network organisation: 45 projects at 10
universities

15 other genomics centres, founded by
Netherlands genomics Initiative




My background

« MSc In molecular biology

e Consumer advocacy, societal aspects of
life sciences, organizer of debates
At CSG: head of communications

— Corporate

— Public
— Education (secondary schools)




Introduction

Public engagement

 Engagement of publics (citizens, laymen)
In the development or implementation of

science, for better entrenchment
 Methods
— Consensus conferences, public dialogue, ...

 Examples
— GM Nation, Meeting of minds, ...




Introduction 2

Some thoughts about stakeholder
engagement

o Definition: actors with articulated interests
— Experienced, motivated
— Establish relationship
— Representation
— Influential

 CSG projects: stakeholder involvement is
requirement




Introduction 3

Stakeholder engagement

— Problem 1: stakeholders outside sciences
usually problem-oriented (versus technology-
driven)

— Problem 2: timing of involvement
— Problem 3: feed back into policy

— Works best in applied research (using user
Interface groups, patients councils etc)




Engagement of science

 What happens If society unexpectedly
knocks at the door?

e Two cases:
— Heel prick scandal
— Biobank occupation / sit-in




Case 1 — heel prick

« 13 May 2000 Enschede fireworks disaster

* Explosion at fireworks production
company in urban quarter
— 23 casualties
— > 900 Injured
— 400 houses destroyed
— 15 streets incinerated
































































